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So thet there will be dencing in
the streects &nd ell, iI'll en-
nounce right beré that tais is
the last Lei.is-edited ish. of
the NM'PF msgezine of letters &

comnents,

I.dexers notet the reel dete

on this is 4pril, 1360. This is
elso being distriouted thru the
24th Owes meiling for Sritisnfen's
curiosity. 4nd, leest eny serious
objections pe reised, 1'll stete right
here thet I'm refusing eny credit pege-~
\.ise for this in OwPi--okey? If you're not in OMEs end would like to see tne

accompenying sheet which goes with this,'just ask end it'll pe sent to you.
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423 Summit Avenue
Hagerstown, haryland

I'm not sure thet a letter is expected of me in return for this ilerch-April is=-
sue of Posgtwarp. But there ere some spere mements in the office right now, and it's
en excellent opportunity to give you the benefit of the doudbte The dete of the issue
gave me a slight jolt when I saw it, but then I remembered ithe prozine punlished by a
learned musicologists' orgenization which is sup posed to come out Guerterly but hes
just releesed an early 1958 issue. &nd members pay tvwo bucks a copy for thet maga-
zine, tooe

In fact, you might feel better if I didn't write the letter, because I'm stick-
ing my nose in vhere it doesn't reslly belong wita whet followsSe While I'm glad to
see that something mey be done about this proposal to push fendom behind the Ircn
Curtein or vice versa, it seems to me thet the vwiay it's to be nandled is the perfect
example of why so meny NFFF projects bog downe what is the conceivable usefulrese
of a committee of five to seven persons to set up this project? Getting it into
motion v.ill involve wiriting perheps e dozen letters and petting the cooperetion of
a fanzine, presumably one of the NFFF publicetions, notning morees It shouldn't take
more then one person to do thate Or assuming thet there's some need for a committee,
what benefit would derive from this eleborate interchenge of sll communication among
members to the full committee? The comnittee members could leern to rezd snd write
Russien in the time they'd spend on rezding ezch other's mwail end making spere copies
end mEling them out and filing v.hat they receive.

I wented to get it off my chest beceuse it reminds me so0 strongly of my own
stupidity years ago when I wes active in NFFF metters and took part in useless per-
formances of exactly this type on otaer projectse I remember in particular one pro-
posal to do some microfilming of rere old fenzines and prozines because of the denger
that the few surviving copies of thexn might fell apeit or get loste. Such en assort-
ment of directives and proclamstions end in-depth study projects followed es I've
never experienced since in any walk of lifee The net result wes that by the time
we'd collected the necessery informetion &nd ..ere in e position to start on the pro-
Ject, nooody hed enough energy to do enything further. It wes &ll so stupid--one
letter to sastmen Kodak for their booklets on copying of documents, ¢nd enotaer let-
ter to the WFFF treasurer for enough money to buy soie microfile film, ead the use of
one 35 mm camera would have put us into business, just like thate.

So I don't see why the NFFF can't put the thing up to & memoership vote, end if
the membership authorizes the project, let Jemes uieclLean write the necessary letters
to the State Department end whetever kussisn crganizations tihe Stete Depertment pro-
vides, then supply an NFFF publicetion with whetever informe tion he's gethered, and
let the membership take it frowm there.

Your poll results were interesting, although it's obvious thet different voters
interpreted the questions in different vweyse If you plen to do it sgain, I'd sug=
gest for one thing thet you breek down the favorite suthor poll into two cetegories:
inactive end active writers. It's too nerd to compare & dradbury with a .ellse.
Specific inclusion in the question of whether it's legal to vote for non-fzntasy
writers would also help to meke the voting more consistente I suppose Gertie might
have been thinking of Dickens' fantesies snd weird tales when she included him Ay
but to the best of my knowledge Jene Austen ncver published anything thet could be
reted as fantesy by the wildest stretch of the imeginetione

Incidentelly, although there's not much in this Posiwerp in direct reference to
it, I'd better congratulste you for getting en eyjey erouv started in the organizet-
ione It should help substantially to cut down on the loneliness for some people who
heve been languishing for a long while without ay jey memberships beceuse of tne long
vweiting list for FAPR4 and the peculier clennishness of SAPS thet might i.timidate e
person who hasn't been esround fandom & long timee. 4&nd an ay jsy organizetion is one
tast is pretty easy to keep going, once you start it, with a minimam of red tape and
complexitye Just one person to get out the meilings, plus whoever gets stuck with
the jobs of keeping the records end receiving the money end doing whatever judicisal
ection is needede YIrse, &Ces /s/ Harry



¢€{Harry--you did exectly whet I wented you to doe One of the purposes of seading ont
extra copies is to keep us from blundering into the seme mistekes over and over sgeine
Your letter, I think, hes helpéd. It elso, I think, illustreted by & very grephic
exemple, whet Busby meent by "Constitutionel rootaraw. " I know winen I stemciled lsee
Lean's letter I seid to myself, "Eged, whot a lot of work. L woulun't want to be in
on thise" Jut I feiled to follow my thought to its logicel conclusion, es you daid;
thet is ell probepbility, it won't v.ork. So toenks, 1811y,

Incidenteily, I might meke note of the feet that some time leter you seat me
a letter written on en NFFF letterhead--which listed E,z&. Evans as President, Bob
Tucker as Veep, Wialt Dunkelberger as Sec’y~-lreas., 41t widner as Chairmen of Direct-
orate, and Wwalt Dsugherty, prhil Bronson, +rt Sehnert end yourself es the other Dir-
ectorse Very interesting, snd proof positive of how you worked for the NFFFe 1
guess it was wade up in tie mid-40's,

4énother poll? Perhaps leter this yesr, but nothing's definitely plenned es of
yete I guess, though, wiaecn I do imcke one up, I'll have to follow your sugeestions in
order to get something in the way of results thet rezlly meen somethinge Those result:
vere botched up considersbly.3}y
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455 Ne Tuxedo 4venue
Stockton 4, Celifornis

This letter is written for the purpose of wwholeheertedly complimenting ell
those who heve written frenkly, if souewhat abusively, to e fen of .merind descent,
protesting his inclusion in fendome wmerind, es we ell know, is the sntaropological
term for 4mericen Indian--a term which should heve long ago overflowed into populer
useage. g
Fendom, and particularly the NEFF, should confine itselt only to the superior
races--that is, those races end cultures which have contrinuted constently to world
civilization's progress wituout signs of weakness, laltering, or retrogression.

This doctrine should also zpply to those of mixed clood. In so seying, I'm
eéware thet this writer must be counted es one of tuese coate.ineted crectures. Un-
fortunetely, my greect-greet grandimother, & Caerokee meiden ne.cd spelani, saticed my
Teet-great grandfether one sunny afternoon in tae bsckvoods of pioaeer nentucky and
teinted the clen's blood for =1l eternity. Until cnli.htened by tne more progressive
lfaections o1 tandom, I waes ectually proud thet some of #paleni's kinfolk had the gum-
ption to teke a few rendom shots at a creaking wagon trein. In fact, I have &t times
regretted that their heoituslly peaceful nature restrained toem Irom pusaing the
whole noisy mess of Invaders back to Plymouth Kock.

I suggest thet our enlichtened iriends cerry their doctrine a step or two fur-
there The Germans and those of Germsn descent have ealways been considered rather
gruff and warlikee. NFFF members so contsminated shoild be expelled at oncee British
pomposity and mock-supericrity are certsinly not to be endured in the sc¢ience-fiction
worlde Scandinaviens are descended from the once-ferocious Vikings-~horrors! The
French sre too pre-occupied with sex. ‘Our ermed focces have gallently opnosed the
Jepenese in Wworld war II, the Chinese in Korea, the Spenish in wanile Bay. Russiens
are, of course, subversive. &s for Negroes, Sostoniens, Jews, Southern Celiforniens,
Cetholics and members of Chembers of Commerce--wellf

I also recommend excluding from fendom the following groups (subject to ep-
proval by the 3ig Brother selected to srbitrate such matters ):

le 4All fsns under the ege of 2l we wanta msture fendom, not a Jjibbering
mess of pinwheeled-hatted adolescents.

2. 411 fens with less than a college education. We went thinkers with ed-
ucetionel backgrounds, not backwoods plow=-pullerse

3¢ &4ll fans with blue eyes. I prefer brown eyes--at least in slinky blondes,
so why be choosy? .

4e 411 fens over the sge of 2l. we want fans with the drive end catiiusissm
of youth, not old men and wowen leden with ourdens of supporting wives, husbanuis and
ebildren.
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5« 41l fens who have attended college. we vweant regl people with fresh, open
minds, not stuify scholers imprisoned in dreary ivory towers.

be 411 fens v.ith eyes. ' (This is out of compassion Ior people with brown eyes
whose teelings mignt be hurt st their exclusion. ' :

heference for the ebove doectrine: ‘Mein nempf, by 4. iditler, Isq.

Sincerely,
: /s/ Ed

imlminlelelalal-inliciclolalcl=lclalriainialet=]

blte it At g S _ -
Larde vt Al SR T T 5 Octeber 15, 1559

Post Office Box 445 W Y

Roswell, New Mexico

I understend thet there hes veen some difficulty overseas with prospective
members of NFFF being uneble to.obtein 4mericen dollsrs for memoersiip purnoses.
Understending some of the intricacies.of currency exchainge, L cen see tnat this could
well be & very real probleu in some countries.

In order to allevicte this et lesst to a small degree, 1'd like to volunteer
both'a suggestion end e little helpe. It is gimply this: If tae president or bkl
and three directors will endorse some oversees wemoer=-to-ne, I will personelly psy his
dues for a period of one yeer. I will do this each year oUT will not pey the sewe

person's dues two consecutive ysaers. <The reason for the qualirication is guite
simple. J4ssume thet in the future there srises e situetion v.nereby i wisi to stop
doing tnis, or em finencielly iorced to stop, tiaen by not being ellowed to meintain
one person's membership I would not oe in the position of possibly accidentally "of-
fending" thet person. In other words, I'd follow the first lew of robotics &s far as
payment wes concerned: oy ection (paying tor WFFE dues; 'I vwould not harm a auman; by
ineetion (no peying tor NFFF dues; I would not sllow & numen to come to herin.

If you think this hes any merit, circulete it around «X¥¥ end see if perhaps
a few others might not like to join ‘in the “project"s "Project Uversees liembership"
might be hendled in this fashion: unencumbered funds would be turned over to the
treasurer for overseas memberships and the President end the ma jority of the Directors
would "eppoint" members from oversees who could not obtein exchange money with their
dues drewn from our voluntery contributions. '
See any good in this?

PP e~y x Sincerely,

/8/ John

¢4Yes, John. I see a lot of good in it. Individuel memoers
heve erranged exchenges, but a group such as this would be
nice toos I guess interested members should contect you

end you should contect 4rt seyes with & more definite plend 3
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126832 Westlake St.
Garden Grove, Cslif,

2nemny

Your msgazine Postwerp will pe the first one in 1960 tihe members are apt to
see, unless «rt dayes sends one of his out to everyone. <£¢You're speesking technicel-
ly, of coursel!9s So I'm going to use this opportunity to "sound off" on a few points
thet I believe members should give their opinions on, becesuse it's oae oi their club's
projectse : ]

The édvantage of having & "yeer" is that every so otten we have e chance to
"start over" ageine we then have a netural invitation to comment and also to Become
active in whatever eree of things we find interestings Postwerp to ine means "the
voice ot the tens", end &s it is & club orgen wefn&ve thégubject-matter of the NFiF
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to discuss tooes I know that writing regulerly to both the letterzine snd coatribut-
ing to The National Funbagy Fen, can be both fun and e wey for the mcmber to become
more end more interesuved in {sndcm &s & wholen

Relph Holland 125 been wve-elzsted es President; he hes ZPe-appointced me heed
of the Neffan News Service and as mmhlis Lhelations officer. Trese zvwo ectivities
are intertwined; they Tepresent potentisl sress of contact betwesen LFF snd fendom et
lergey, through individuml.s end grcups: ror =xample. taoc news progrem is to gether ;
news as it heppensior at end of every mcnth at @y address, vwhers I cenh "distribute*
it to fen publishers in enua out of ths 2lub. This means news of NIIE thet is of in-
terest to all fens will be read beyond the readership of gogtw:rp or [lird, It means,
I hope, thet there will be cooperestion between fans who ar¢ wier¢ news happens snd the
Neffen wews distributor (mys=lf)s Butece

I am just the coordinator. L have found it tekes too muca time for me to do
all the coriespondence needed to line up reporters in each Tan-club to cover nevs
both in the club (and their projects, meetings ere included here, and news HLaKD ABOUT
because each individusl club is a "news magnet."

So 1 em esking for assistance. I need individuel collectors of informetion”
who will send me¢ letters near the end of escn ionth. If some news story 'breaks"

I would appreciaste hearing es much about it 4T OwCs &s is possibles Don't worry if
you haven't had formel treining as a reporter; if you give the informetion including
the address of someone I can write for details end follow-up materisl, it will be most
helpfuls It will mean you are meiking this & successful news=-gethering set-up, and
then I cen send out deteils to everyone who 1nd1cetes interest, or see it gets to pub-
lications everyone cen reea it in.

Hegional coordinetcrs erc needed too. These will send me news snd tips on
news: addresses where I cen write for deteils on & news story thet they heve heard a
hint ebouts This could be & merricge of & feue ("Josephus X. merried someone, I '
heard; you could write to nis iriend, derry Urner, et 1234 rifth 5t., Sixville, Ind-
ienee") It could be eddress of someonz involved in e fortiucouing conference or S-I
Conventicn; e new SF series on TV (or & report on first or one of the serics), etce
If & TV or book report, give TV nome stetion or bublisher, with sddress if possible,
so a follow=-up for more deteils can be medee.

So what we need is for YOU to keep your eyes open for things of interest to
yourself, ebout fendom or the pros. Then send it to me, 4nd I will see it gets in
TNFF end other publicetionse I vill send news to other fenzines end to clubs, where
it can be used for the seke of meny. This will be better then just e puollcatlon to
reech a handful of fans, without the cross- coverege being possible.

I know you cen help if you wille Will you? If so, write at once end tell
mes &nd thenkse Write tot: Stan Wwoolston

12832 uestleke Street
Garden Grove, California

September 19, 1999

There ere so meny things to comment on it tekes selection to keep & letter to

e reasonsble size. I've talked to bire Cempbell of gstounding ({Nom 4ne log, Science
Fact end Fiction9) et the Solacon, and sort of like the idea of the Explorer's Club
-=but then I've peen behind in reeding &€ll the zines I heve on hend end &m only slow-
ly cetching up. Zendom is time-consuwing; I cen't sey it is alweys as much fun-as
reading S-F, but in any case I do like it end it's & challengee I'll write slma to
see what more she mey heave on the group, for my own informetione I like to explore
ideas, end if I get time might find it possible to do a little original reaearche
4fter all, en individual is the finel authority on enything (ead other kinds of ac-
cepted eauthority implies a willingness to let others think for you)e I hope others
comment on Alma's letters

. &fter the Deteation was offlclelly over handcll Gerrett spoke before a bunch
of late-nighters (in one of the regular convention rooms) for several hours about the
need for welcoming new fans into activitiecs, end also in keeping them from being un-
duly familiers I may heve simplified what he seid to the point of idiocy, but the
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idea was that et conventions there.should be a way for the interested newcomer to find
a niche for himself. 4pparently this gentleman believes that conventions leck the
spirit of the crusader--or the fans there do. rerhaps he was speeking morc widely,
and wished to suggest thet there should be a way to neln spark the interest in the new
fang so it would turn into & flsmec I didn‘t mention the the NFFF was one group that
tried to meet this need-~but I may writs him leter. uite a lerge group saet feirly
quietly to listen to him. so either the subiect, or the wey handall Gerrett expressed
himself, must have been interesting. Perbaps some NFHF mempers viould acve ideas as

to how we may help more in geiting en enthusizstic reader of &~F to become an active
fens I know it is one of the important things this end every fangroup needss

This is not the answer to the above, but it's in sympathy with it: YOU (each
reader of Postwerp) are urged to write me news, Ltans £0 pleces ana do tiaings; I like
to know 8o it can be included in TNFF and sen out in newssheets to other fans and
groupse Same goes with vwhat the “pros” do. One fan car‘t do thais &lone; help is ne-
eded. Leporterse FPeople who will write a letter end jJust say what happencd if they
don't have journslistic experience. If I cen get the names, addresses end other de-
tails of a news item it doesn't metter too much if it's written forrelly or note But
without the item, this news service that I am trying to "sparl:" will oecome too big
@ burden for me to do on top of other achivitiese I'm not built (structurally) for
begeing on’my knees, but I might try it if someone doesn't stert sending in the news.
I cen answer letters too--I'm a fen end like to know what's cookinge You can be a
reporter too--write me about it please, : ;

Jim MacLeen wents to start an internationeal corresponding group inside the
NFFF, using the languegé-ability end interest of members. You ere interested in
polls, £+ OF suggest you write Jim end see what ideas he has on this. I know he
wents to find out what members speek various lengueges, end if they want to write
overseas in English or other lenguagese. Of course the Lngzlish correspondence 'has
been going on elready, but it could help a special group to get going if he covered
both ereass Now, such a poll could g0 into fan interests and ebiliiies in some de-
teil--find out what areas of interest the fans would like to at least STLKT their
letters to "foreign" peopie with. (4nd note that thet word "foreign" is not a word
of insult; it meens non-U.3. people to the citizens of this country, or citizens of
other lendse Sometimes I think some people essume it's meant to pe derogatorye Tsk.)

Directors end other officers (\iC headwen, for exemple, wes not a direcctor un-
til recently) heve their arees of sctivities. when they do their job well it's easier
for ell of us; directors don't have to try to fill in, end it nelps tne rresideant too
of courses Wwe need more activity on allldevels. Everyone who wants to be active in
one area or anotner cen find a plece if they ask the right pleceo Now, about a poll
end what to include. I suggest that we try to find out what members went as individ-
uals, and what they chink they are eble to help cte This help mey be limited to one
item or for & few hours a month, but if it is worked into a program for the NFFF it
will meke all otners who work for the club do a more interesting and better job--and
with less strain. « convention is one place & poll might be distributed; a letter-
zine is another good plece. I'm willing to work with you on suggested questions--and
in a short time I'll try to compose some questions to see how it £O0€ESe.

In the meentime, maybe you ere others will have ideas for thise

I'm & member of the Directorate. I'm willing to psss on all ideas and in-
formation on who'll volunteer, etce & letter is enough for this,. of course.

The letters by Busby, Deindorfer end others have good pointse There ere
eareas where & serious approach in the NFFF pays off; this does not meen that the fan
must be &n aesthetic. I knov. the active members enjoy what they do, whether
they leugh out loud about it or not. Heving fun is pert of any area of fandom, or
belonging to eny group. Sometimes fens can seem mighty gloomy or fenatic about in-
sisting that their views are the one true views, or their club is the one tiue club.
Perheps this ceuses many "outside" to resent them--end many IN the club, for that met-
tero : i
Everyth{ng I've said here msy not be included in the thought I'm trying to
state, but I think it is important: as long at the NYFF ia interssting to the mem~
ber, it will have some importance to hime The member who comments or is otheiwise

]
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eéctive is much' more ggrarencly a part of the club, and the member feels part of it
tooe : - Perhaps we who have conbtaet with members through the publicetions should re-
member tq &sk everyone to svcek up when they feel something of interest has been ex-
oressede In Postwarp you have & fine chance to'help in tbis,_.I?m"glad youlre cone-.
tinuing to help as you are. : el Bt 4 i 47 el e Zs, S

Stan %“oolston
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28 Eerle 4venue CLAYTON HAMLIN, IR, .

Bengor, Maine FERO " i '

well, I have been celled iots of things during my brief tenure in.active fen-
dom but being called overly odest 'in ny opinions is something newe However you might
be right, considering that last letters So let's see just whet might ‘be done to y
steirt en argumente - 2t _ E

Now, [ surely heve a great' respect for the opinions or fandom expressed by
4&Tt Heppe Still, I have to disegree with nis letest letter in several respects.
tie cen't help pbeing somewinat disallusioned avout the overehthusiesm that all neofens
ere so very susceptible to. idaving leerneil the herd vay just how much effort.is re-
Quired to get something really wortawnilc for the club working end the tremendous de=-
mends on time thet they require, it is easy to sece why he sort of looks down from his
years of experience and tekes it for granted they can't do any petter than the last
bunch did beforee. 2It vwes tried before, exd feiled from lack of willing workerse Wwhy
shouldn't the ssne tning happen egain?s i

But 4rt; with the greatest of edmiration for your own work in fandome-are you
end the other old timers going to sit idly by end let the current group of overe-
enthusiestic fans fail in their sttemnt from sheer lack of sumport?--Just because
you know from experience that nothing like this hes ever worked before? Or would you
be willing to use a few spere moments of that most precious of all commodities--time
-=to see if this attempt just might be able to do sonething nev end worthwhile thet
right, in the end, drasticelly revise the opinions of outside fandom thet the NFFF
always feils in whetever they cttempt?

Most specifically=--I am speaxing of the new bureau that I have been appointed
as head of--the following up of members and gettiug them into the midst of the activ-
ities current in the club right from the beginning. It is & rather deploravle hap=-
pening when someone like Joni Cornell, wio w.rote that letter in the last Postwar 0
tells how no-onz was evea interested infinether she could do somzthing for the clube
I can neme et least e dozen others :ho have told me the same thing, too. .hat a
weste of telent to feandom, and pernaps even to professinnel stf--in time--this lack
of interest in tre telented neucomers ise.  well, I intend to correct ite 4nd I heve
the help of 4rt Hayes to support this programe Surely you all know whet he can do..
he will try to do it ourselves if we heve to--and just the two o1 us wight succeed.
cut it will pe eesier if some oi the more zpetaetic of the older members try to help
& 0it as wells It will surely be apprecieted more then I cen telle

One of the first things on the progrem will be & reeactivetion of the wanuse-
ript Bureaus Now, I don't bleme releign for this inactivity €€Ed Ludwig controls it
now, anywaye9y --no-one sent him eny metzricl to use. Hdowever, as one branch of this
new service, we fully intend to institute & complecte change of policy for this bureau,
Certeinly we will not weit for the neos to initiste the correspondence--we heve every
intention of going out efter thems You peovle on the Wwelcommittee-=let's let them
know thet if they want to write or illustrate or do any kind ot worke=-tney only have
to send the stuff to id, and it will certainly be publisheds.. 4nd knoviing from sad
experience just hoi. overvorked e talented member can become, we will see that this
aossn't heppen to them. 4lresdy there ere two or three memopers in the club that
even the welcomnittee doesn't know about, thet ere equal to meny of the writers and
ertists that everyone knows eboute Plus a couple of formerly inective members that
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heve been persusded thzt th: 1.ve as much chance of being published as any of the
better-known fens, They surely have, when you realize there isn't a faned around
that isn't just begging for new materiel.

Right at the present, most of these talented newcomers are generelly being
offered to the new N'APA, Just to get it going under full powers If they really went
outside help in publishing those zines, they shall have it to the limit of what there
is to offer., ¢¢Yes--for example, if someone sends me either stencils or mesters, I
cen reproduce them for him for N'APA».)9 4nd that is certeinly more then most of the
fens seem to realize. Keep those neos busy working--maybe some or them will drop out
later--some of them will move on to the rest of fandom and perhaps look down' on poor
old NF¥F for the childish taoings that sometimes heppen in this clube (It jis easy to’
forget that they did the:séme themselves, when getting sterted.) ,Some very tew will
be the professiomals end big name fens of the future. I personelly know one member
of the club, possibly two, thet are ewfully close to tinet elready. dow do you know
that the next reeruited memper won't be another one until you get tnem active, and
find out? - E i e et
Yes, I suffer from overentnusiasm, byt. is. that so bed? Lven though only a
neo of less than e year in. setive® fendom, I still cean cleim & knowledge of fandom
from just sbout its earliest days beck in the early thirties. {<You can claim it--
but I'm inclined to doubt ite93 Thet is how long I've been a fan at heart if not in '
nemes They did some wonderful things for pro stf in those days. Then there would be
the generel collepse ot everytuing ss they became more interested in fendot, imstead’
of stf, efter which the eycle would start beck up, and cdntinue_tnis,way.for awhile
until toe next ineviteble feilure.  Right now-we:ere right jn the early steges ot
thet consistent upsurge of intersst, so this is obviously the time to give it thet
little push to see just how high it cen reech. The NXFF is going through some
of the inevitable troubles that always come when the new members try to force their
“ay into becoming big neme ifens in their own right, ‘end althougn it can't help but
be sort of irriteting to the older ones by causing'theqhto reevaluate their own pol-
icies=-it shouldn't be fought too much except to the éxtent of seeipg.that these neos
don't purn themselves out' before they accomplish what théy cen for:fendom end specif-
ically the NFFF. Sure--they need & steadying hend to meke surs this doesn't -haopen,
but let's not overso it by ignoring the fgct thst the neweomers wili provoably* do more
in the next few years than hed been sccomplished in the ptst recession of seversl
yeerse 4£4iMay I mgke the stetsment thet ell of Cleyton's "Fan History" is to be taken
with & grain of salt? Because, it should be.dy - o ST il :

Anyone want -to help? It'will,oe fun to see just now high this club cen go.
BSecause certainly, if 1t doesn't ‘go up, it most certeinly is going down into ‘wheat
procably vill be nothing more ‘then a numerous bunch of splinter groups tanst will
never get enything done from simplée fighting with esch other. {4Bob Lambeck just
said he doesn't give @ demn whether thé NF¥F brings forth new pros. Lambeck says
that he is i in this hobby to have fun--not to "enrich the field of Scieuce-
Fiction" et cetera, ad neusumedd - ' /s/ ‘Cleyton Hmlin
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GRS ém—»late &s+usual and just'a§,ambiguous as everd You were right end
I wasn't insulted, elthough some were for me. MWNostlys I wes sitting on the fence
until more were heesrd f=om, rct so much *o make up my mind, but to hear the differ-
ent opinicns. I still say %Yunder the right circumshamees,” but frankly believe there
are too many circumsiences. DUon‘%t thinlt the outcome would be worth the effort and
the trourls 1% could, not weu,.é, slis up. 4S.J0U Say, ﬁleasure end seriousness can
be cotirined in *lhe NAFF, nui tha% could €3t tco seriouss.  len't think I have the grey
ratter angmway, sc 1’m just unct too agt cn she ideee For those who have,. I expect it
could vicik oute~cops, there I ge. Leing.emsigucus ageins
There should be e special niche in ,the NFFF for me. I just don't have the
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energy to get in toc dsen ane tust’s why I $tick to reeruiting and welcominge I get
& big bang out of finding prople wio really become interested and have the know=how
and equipment to leep ri.b%t in and do thingse. b : )

I'11 be intercsted in nearing more about the NFFF prozine ideas It sounds
interesting. : JBie

I don't like fussin' end feudin' eny more thean most and a lot less than some,
but I don't think the NEFE is es bad off as Gary Deindorfer mekes oute hnyhow, I try
to stey in my niche, cell it fenée‘sitting, but.-thet'!s sQmething we can still do in
this country. I'll fignt just as hard for my fence as otaers do for or-against other
issues. :

/s/ Janie
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November 21, 1959
614 Hervie 4Avenue- . ' HEs
Toronto 10, Unterio “ALBERT LASTOVICA "
Canada i

You mey remember me--we met briefly et the Detention. It was here &% the
Detention thet Ken and Fren Kruéger finally induced me to Join the NFFF ageine . In
1954, et the Midwestcon, Don Susai enrolled me &s 8 menber. dow keen I was,_really
enxious to-learn whet I could dc for the club and wnat it could do for me. Nothing
happened! In the yeer I was in, I received one welcome letter end epout half & dozen
fenzines. Notaing else. No attempt was made to see if 1 would: oe willing to do
sometuings So I finslly dropped out, for covipus reesonse

It wes with some apprenensio.is thet I put my neme on the dotted line. <he
thought kept recurring to me, that if tae club was so apathetic toward new people
oefore, woulo they be any difrerent now? dow uniounded 1y misgivings! .ithin a
period of about ! weeks, I récéived no less then eight welcoue letters (at this writ-
ing) end severel cluo publicetions. It was really encouraging to read the warm per-
sonel letters of people like Lstiner hichardson, 4rt neyes, &nd heleigh iMultog and
the others who wrote to mes ; ' AL '

The welcommittee asre to be congratulated on doing a splendid job! If this
welcome is a sample of the wey tae cluo is now operating, then I'm sure my stay with
the NIFF will .oe .a long and enjoyaole one, : :

There are certain elements in fendom, particulsrly soie members of tne so-
celled &PL groups (SAFS, Fabh, OMh, the CULT) who regard the NFFF os a useless and
cterile body withiu fendome These same people proudly point to their own groups and
say, ".e are e select group 6f fen wio publisih excellent fensine meterial." They
publish good fan .aterial all right, -but most, if not all is solely for consunption
within their own groups. In addition, thev delight in pointing to their exclusive
membershipse These people undoubtedly disnise the NFFF beceuse it is en open or=-
genization, reguiring no weiting period--in fact, nothing other than an interest in
Science Fiction. <4¢These statements, 41, could only come about tarough an extreme
amount of misinformetion which you-have ebscrbed es Truthe They dog'ttdis ise the
MTF--they've just turned to a form of fenac which is more rewerding/ ah tney get
tired of WFFFers beating drums, yelling "we are the pest!" and "You ought to Help
us because ycu're BNFs" etc. Your other stetements are equeliy &mneous, but I'll
let them pasce.$y The ways these clubs are orgenized and who they sdmit sre their
oun busines. But when pecple shert critiziug otner groups peceuse they operete on a
different pbasis well, that's just epout the acme of boorisnness, snobuery and idio-
city. 4iter all, who wents to wait yeers %o join & cluv so that he can publisih a
good fenzine? Our zines may not He litoerarsy gems--but they weren't meent to bee
{¢seither are 4PAzines. ¥ans Join apas hecsuse they went to belonsz to & group--to
recelive the cuher meumbers® magazines. toc resd ta: comments, ete. No one ever has
£2ic. reu must join an ava to publish = good fenzinel That's not whet apas are for{yd
Sclieace Fiction shoula be a hobby end not & compulsion. I'm not saying that all
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will.be

people in these groups are like tnet. There are many fine fen within the Apa.groupse
There is a place within fe ndom for both the fenzine rublishing fan,and'ihe non=
publishing fan. It eppeers to be the case that some- people build themselves up by
learing down other people. Humnsn nature, I guess.- €¢Aam I to take it that you feel
that the non-pubbing fans are entirely blemeless?)d : 4_ﬁ ‘

As slexgnder Pope so aptly puts its "o . 7 g hs.

"To ‘err is numen, to forgive divine®.
el _ g § BT " . toward getting

¢{Okey, 41, I forgive youe . But I do.wish:you'd meke more of an %Pfgﬁt/before
lambasting apes groups. Your facts just ain't. You sound as if you teke rHoney wood
Grehem's viord as tne Gospel Truth. Speaking of WhO!le e e 99

e b B e | % st RS Esr  BEARdn: SbAEnae: Bh8EAon, -
Flai ey wE i /s/ &4lbexrt Lastovica
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1515 Hopkins HONEY WOCD CRAHAM

Berkeley, Californiea =

There are so many things to comment ebout in the present issue of Fostwarp
thet 1 hardly know where to begine. <“he first thing on my mind is a statementimade by
Bruce Pelz, namely "loud-mouths who are venemently against some other brench of fan-
dom such as the 4pas." weéll, Bruce, I am one of the "loud-mouths" who is venemsntly
egeinst some of the apa groups. The resson is this: they can sit arqund'and'méke
comments about the NFFF, so why in the heck '‘can't I sit eround and méke comments about
them, when ever I'heve an opportunity?  Just svbout every 4va member of one sort or
enother that I heve met, hes something reel low-down to say about the NFFF, and this
I don't go along withe The item thet has me curious is JUST WHAT LOUD WOUTH NEFFF
member you are mentipning in your statemente It would give me much plessure to hear
Just what promoted this remark...are; you e loyal NFIF member, or a iviould-be apa mem~
ber? <{{Honey~--there is no difference, except in the minds of people like yourself
vho purpously try to entegonize the apa memberse. -wiat you need is & sense of humor
about the NFFF:59 1 ety P ~ ¥

OeK., 4lan, I missed out on the vote,. so'my 10 votes for best writer go to
Koge I don't know how I missed an opportunity like thet to swell the ballot boxes.

Gery Deindorfer's letter ceused me much unhappiness. I 'consider myself an
evergge NK¢F member and I cen tell Mr. Deindorfer more'about‘fanddm,'zines. and pro-
zines then he would cere to listen to.. I think you sadly under-rete ‘the average
menbers or the NFFF, Gsrye. dow much do you kncw sbout fandom? «lso, peing an active
club member end officer in verious types of cluos, I would be wiliing to state that
mzny clubs get into hessles over items that. slow down the efficeucy end enjoyment of
clubs, but thet is one of the necessary evilse -Get any group of people together and
you will have contlicting idees, w.hich will hinder the. progress of the club. I
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